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Dear Parents/Carers

This week has been busy but great fun here at Oliver’s Battery.

I have had Pupil Progress meetings with the teachers this week. We have talked about all of the children and how they are getting on with their learning. It was lovely to hear about how hard working and determined your children are. 

There was a clear pattern to success: where children listen carefully to feedback and act on advice then progress happens! Support at home is also a crucial factor to success in school. Hearing your child read at home helps them enormously at school. 
[image: ]
On Tuesday, Joe and Andy from the Ridiculous Rhyme Show brought bucket loads of joy and laughter to the school. They entertained Squirrels, Ladybirds, Bumblebees, Hares and Foxes with their Rhyme show. They sang, danced, joked and helped us to find rhymes in the things we say and do. Some of us were quite literally rolling in the aisles with laughter. 

Herons and Kingfishers learnt so much about working in television. Joe and Andy shared their knowledge and experience of working at CBBC with the classes as they took on roles such as producer, lighting, hair and make up and, of course, acting. Needless to say, the children were enthralled and joined in with enthusiasm and plenty of skill. If you have contributed to the cost of the show, many thanks. If you haven’t, there is still plenty of time!

Fire Safety Talks
[image: ]On Monday this week Ladybirds and Kingfishers had a visit from the fire safety team who gave a really interesting talk on keeping safe from fire.  They showed the children videos on different aspects of fire safety and demonstrated the different clothes and equipment fire fighters wear and use to fight fires.

JRSO
Caitlin and Eloise, our JRSOs, announced the winners of their poster competition in assembly this morning. We had lots of entries and gave out prizes and stickers for winners and runners up. Look for the road safety posters around the school for the clear message of ‘Stop, Look, Listen, Think’.



Celebration Assembly

It was fabulous to celebrate children who have been recognised for being great role models this week in our Celebration Assembly. 
	Squirrels
	Douglas for trying really hard with his writing and writing a great letter to Evil Pea.
Max for working really hard on his reading and now he is able to read words.

	Ladybirds
	Peter and Oliver P have worked so hard this term.  They have shown that they are ready to learn by listening well and always trying their best.  Because of this their writing has really improved.  A huge well done!

	Bumblebees
	Oscar has demonstrated his enthusiasm for learning this week by showing me that he is always ready to learn.  He listens carefully to explanations and joins in with class discussions.  Oscar has made extra effort with his writing and because of this hard work, has produced some fantastic work.  Well done Oscar.

	Hares
	Donavan and Evie Mc have been excellent examples of being ready to learn.  These two children have worked well alongside each other during DT this week and they are always happy to help a Hare in need.  Evie is a great help to staff members and Donovan has been recognised for his changed behaviour at break times and has been respectful to others.

	Foxes
	Liam has been really motivated this week, as he has new glasses and has shown readiness for all lessons and continued focus throughout.
Grace has shown kindness and respects as she has been working through her kindness bingo card at home and in school.

	Herons
	Matthew B – Matthew has shown such dedication and resilience in school this week.  He put in so much effort to create an outstanding information text and he has shown determination to nurture his own mental health and wellbeing.
Theo S – Theo has been making thoughtful and mature choices this week, showing respect to everyone he interacts with.  He has been actively participating in our class discussions about Earth and Space too!

	
Kingfishers
                                                   
	David – being a friend to all and respectful 100% of the time.


 


Top Table
The children chosen for the top table this week are:
[image: C:\Users\stacey.king\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\B8F4063C.tmp]
George W – Ladybirds
Isla B – Bumblebees
Darlene D – Herons
Riley T - Kingfishers




CHRISTMAS!

Christmas Lunch
The Christmas lunch will be taking place on Wednesday 18 December.  The menu choices will be:
[image: ]
Red Menu: Turkey Breast with a pork cocktail sausage served with sage and onion stuffing, roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables and gravy.

Green Menu: Roasted vegetable wellington and half a meat-free sausage served with stuffing, roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables and gravy.

Both followed by Christmas Cracknell Pudding.

An order form is attached to this newsletter – please return your form even if your child has free school meals so that the kitchen has an idea of numbers.  No lunches will be available to order on the day.   Due to large sum of school lunch debts we would be grateful if you could settle any outstanding lunch dates prior to ordering a Christmas lunch.   Please return any forms by Friday 6 December.

Christmas Jumper Swap
[image: ]Following on from the successful Halloween Jumper Swap the PTA are running Christmas Jumper Swap. Please drop off any unwanted Christmas Jumpers or tops at the school office in the box provided.
Starting on Monday 9 December children can choose a free Christmas Jumper from the PTA shed at pick up time. No swap needed!  You don’t have to have donated to take part.  The aim is to rehome unwanted items.
Christmas Hampers
The Christmas Hampers are back!  We would be grateful for any donations in your class colour for your class hamper – thank you.

Listen to Me Concerts
The Listen to Me Concerts for Years 2 and 4 will be held on Thursday 12 December.  Year 2 will be at 1.45 – 2.15pm and Year 4 2.25 – 2.55pm.  Parents and Carers of Years 2 and 4 are welcome.

Minecraft Safety
Please see the attachment to this Newsletter regarding keeping your child safe on Minecraft.

Starting School in September 2025
If your child is 4 or will turn 4 before 1 September 2025 they can start school in September 2025.  The applications opened on 1 November 2024 and the closing date is Wednesday 15 January 2025.  For more information go to: www.hants.gov.uk/admissions. If you would like a 1:1 tour of the school with me, I would be delighted to show you around. Please contact the office to make an appointment.

School Photographs
A reminder to place any orders for the school photographer – the deadline is today.  After the deadline you will be charged postage for any orders.

Breakfast club
A reminder that if you would like your child to attend Breakfast Club on an ad hoc basis you will need to book in advance.  This is to make sure that we have the correct ratios of adults to children and have enough food!

Reminder – there will be NO Breakfast Club on the last day of term – Friday 20 December.

Thank you for your continued support. I hope you have lovely weekend.

Yours faithfully 
[image: SV Signature]
Miss Vittle
Headteacher

Dates for your diary 
New events in Blue

Photographs Deadline                                                                  29 November 2024
Nativity (Nursery and Year R)                                             	10 December 2024
Listen to Me Concerts – Year 2/Year 4                                       12 December 2024
Rock Steady Concert                                                	            	16 December 2024
Christmas Lunch/Christmas Jumper/
Carols on the Decking                                                     	 	18 December 2024
No Breakfast Club                                                                 	20 December 2024
School breaks up for Christmas                                         	20 December 2024
Inset Day                                                                                 	31 January 2025
Inset Day                                                                                 	27 June 2025
Inset Day                                                                                 	30 June 2025








Community News

DIGITAL DROP-IN SESSIONS!
Are you struggling with your tablet/ laptop/ smartphone? Need some one-on-one IT support? Introducing
our FREE Digital Drop-In Sessions where you can access expert assistance for all your tech-related questions and challenges.
DATE:  Every First Thursday of the Month
TIME:   12.30 – 14.30
LOCATION:
At Winchester City Council Offices (In Reception)
City Offices, Colebrook St, Winchester SO23 9LJ
NO BOOKING REQUIRED! JUST SHOW UP!
Also pop along to their Community Hubs to gain informal advice, information and sign-posting to any support.
DATE:  Third Thursday of the Month.
TIME:   10.30 – 12.30
LOCATION:
Unit 12 Winnall
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