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Oliver's Battery Primary and Nursery School is a happy, thriving community where everybody is welcome and everybody belongs. Our children are confident learners who are engaged and motivated to achieve through challenging, supportive and creative teaching.

Hedgehog Nursery Class
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Oliver’s Battery Hedgehog Nursery class is part of Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School.  The school sits within extensive grounds which include two Forest Schools, an Edible Playground and two ponds.  We enjoy beautiful views across the South Downs and attract a variety of wildlife including pollinating insects, foxes and deer to our grounds.  Hedgehog class is situated in a classroom within the main school building and is part of the wider Early Years unit which caters for children aged 2-5 years.  Our aim is to provide high quality nursery provision in a caring, bespoke and professional setting. We offer a smooth transition for children who come to Hedgehogs through their early years and into school.  Hedgehogs Nursery class has the use of a main room, a designated early year outside play area and child sized toilets.  In addition, the Nursery class children have frequent access to the wider school grounds including the Forest School provision. 

Our Vision and Aims 

We will create a safe, secure and nurturing learning environment in which each child is valued as a unique individual and is able to thrive and so develop to their full potential.  While building solid foundations for life through playful learning and exploration, we aim to help develop strong capable and resilient learners. 

Our vision is to provide outstanding Early Years provision with a focus on the outdoors, which will become a centre of excellence within the local community.  We believe that we can deliver high quality education and care at Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School through the following key elements:

· having quality practitioners who continue their professional development through regular training 

· having an environment which supports playful, active learning

· making positive relationships with our families

· Forest School curriculum and outdoor opportunities for all children.

Staff
The Early Years is led by qualified teachers and a team of qualified Early Years practitioners.

Leadership:



Sarah Vittle



Headteacher

Charlotte Homewood


Early Years Leader (Qualified Teacher)
Sophie 
Coleman


Qualified Teacher
Practitioners:

Fiona Beaumont Level 5

Deputy Manager

Sarah McDowall   Level 3

Early Years Practitioner (Senco)/ Deputy manager 
Katrina Nicol Level 5


Early Years Practitioner

Louise Taft:  Level 2


Early Years Practitioner  

Learning and Development

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children are encouraged to learn through a curriculum based on active play and exploration known as 'playful learning'.  The environment we provide offers a range of first-hand experiences. Your child will always be given the very best care, utmost respect and total commitment from our well qualified staff so they can learn and develop at their own pace.  At Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School, we embrace a learning environment which enables your child to play and explore in a safe and secure environment and are committed to providing the best outdoor opportunities.  Our rooms have been carefully planned to allow a free flow of non-interrupted play and include cosy, calm and inviting corners to promote children's language skills.

Playful Learning 
Learning through play is at the heart of our early year’s philosophy.  Our qualified staff provide opportunities around the four principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

· every child is a unique child

· children learn to be strong through positive relationships

· children learn and develop in enabling environments and

· children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates

There are seven areas of learning and development and three are essential for supporting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. These three prime areas are: 

· communication and language

· physical development

· personal, social and emotional development

Children are also supported in four specific areas:

· literacy

· mathematics

· understanding the world; and

· expressive arts and design

Opportunities are provided for children to learn and develop in different ways. These are called the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’. These are:

· Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

· Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and

· Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things

Key Person

Each child will have a key person. Their role is to help ensure that every child’s care is tailored to meet their individual needs, to help the child become familiar with the setting, offer a settled relationship for the child and build a relationship with their parents.

Pre-School Times and Dates
We are open for 38 weeks of the year, term dates are available on the calendar section of our website. We open from 8.45am – 3.15pm.  We have a range of finish times to suit different needs and preferences.

	Session
	Times
	Total hours
	Total cost

	Morning
	8.45-11.45
	3 hours
	£19.50

	Morning with lunch
	8.45-12.45
	4 hours
	£26

	All Day
	8.45-3.15
	6.5 hours
	£42.25


In addition to our Nursery provision the school offers wraparound care for children aged 3+ years. Breakfast Club starts at 7:50am and After School Club runs until 5pm term time only. Book request forms and charges for this provision are available on our website or from the school office.

Clothing

Please dress your child with suitable clothes for a busy day playing with sand, mud, clay, glue and paint.  We recommend that children do not wear their best clothes but are ‘dressed for mess’.  Please send a bag with a change of clothes in case of accidents.  If your child is in nappies, please ensure that you provide enough nappies, wipes etc. for the day.  For children who are toilet training, we recommend joggers or any other trousers which they can easily get on or off.  Clothes with lots of buttons can be frustrating for them when they are playing dressing up.  Please ensure that footwear is sturdy and suitable for both indoor and outdoor play.  Please can you provide a pair of ‘wellies’ which can be left at the preschool (ensure they are named) and ensure that each day your child has clothing suitable for the weather.

Food

We will provide snack each morning.  If your child is at Nursery for lunchtime (11.45-12.45) they can bring a packed lunch or order a hot school dinner which is provided by school at a cost of £3.20 per meal.  We encourage healthy eating and we appreciate your support with this.  Due to allergies, we have a strict no nuts policy.  Please ensure that there are no nuts or nut products in your child’s lunch.

Funding

Our charges are £6.50 per hour. You may be able to get free childcare for your child aged 9 months to 4 years old if you live in England.

The amount of free childcare you can get depends on:

•
your child’s age and circumstances

•
whether you’re working (employed, self-employed, or a director)

•
your income (and your partner’s income, if you have one)

•
your immigration status
Please see the web link below for more details and the check what you are eligible for.
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/check-youre-eligible
If you claim certain benefits, you may be eligible for free education and childcare for 2-year-olds under a separate scheme.
To find out if you eligible for free education and childcare for 2-year-olds because you claim certain benefits go to:

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds-claim-benefits
You will not be eligible if your child does not usually live with you.

You must apply for a code by the end of the month before a new term starts. For example, if the term starts on 1 September you must apply by 31 August. We will ask for your code at your child’s settling in sessions, this will be before they start at the Nursery. You will need to apply for a new code before the start of each term that your child is with us.

If you miss the deadline to apply for your code you will not be able to apply retrospectively and will be charged for your place.

It is essential that you provide your code when your child starts and that you return our funding form which will be given to you at your child’s settling in sessions so that we can apply for their funding. If you do not provide us with a valid code or we are unable to apply for their funding before the deadline we will charge you at £6.50 per hour.

All parents of children aged three to four can access 15 hours of government funded childcare. It doesn't matter how much you earn or how many hours you work. You do not need to apply for a code if you are only using the universal funding for 3- and 4-year-olds.

Admissions

1. 
Entry to the Nursery Class occurs three times a year in September, January and April (sometimes March depending on Easter dates). 

2. 
If a child has not secured a place at the Nursery class and is due to start school the following academic year (i.e., the coming September), they will be prioritised on our waiting list. This is in order to provide as many children as possible with a full year at Preschool prior to starting school. If further places are available these will be allocated to children taking the criteria below into consideration.  These children will then be prioritised for a place the following academic year (as above).

3. 
In addition, our policy may take into account the following:

· particular circumstances affecting the family

· referrals from outside agencies

· siblings previously or already attending the Nursery class or Oliver’s Battery Primary School

· the date of birth of the child

· the vicinity of the home to Oliver’s Battery Nursery and Primary School

4. 
The deadlines for applications are as follows:

	Starting Term
	Deadline for Application

	September
	May 31

	January
	October 31 

	April (sometimes March)
	Last day in February


Applications are, however, welcomed at any time and, if there are spaces available, we will be able to make an offer.  Otherwise, your application will be kept on file until we can contact you with a space. 

5. 
Enquiry forms should be completed in full and can be found on the “Nursery” section of our school website. Enquiry forms which are missing information will be returned to the parent for completion before they are considered.

6. 
Parents are asked to specify preferred days and hours and give reasons for requests if appropriate.  The parent must book a minimum of 6.5 hours for each child.  When the deadline arrives, allocation of spaces will be made to as many children as possible.  We will endeavour to allocate as many children as possible for 15 hours.  Additional hours will be allocated if they are available.

7. 
January and April starters will be offered a place if there are any spaces at those times.  If there are no spaces in January or April, they will be prioritised for a place for the next available term. We aim to ensure a minimum of one full year in Preschool before they start school.

8. 
Personal details about children and additional family information will be requested when a place has been secured. This will include needing to see the child’s Birth Certificate or Passport in order to validate their identity prior to starting.  A child will not be admitted to Oliver’s Battery Primary Nursery class without this documentation.  Attendance at Oliver’s Battery Nursery class does not in any way guarantee you a school place at Oliver’s Battery Primary School nor does it give you priority over other children who do not attend the Nursery class.
What do we need from you?

Prior to your child’s first settling in session please bring in:

· The registration and permission forms.  It is important that we have information regarding any health issues, allergies etc. as soon as they start.  Please also ensure that contact details are people that live within easy access to the school.

· Your child’s Birth Certificate or Passport.
· Proof of your child’s address
· For children receiving funding you will need to provide their funding code on their funding request form.
First day checklist for parents
	Completed registration and permission forms (If not previously provided)

	

	All About Me booklet (If not previously provided)

	

	Birth Certificate / Passport (If not previously provided)

	

	Clothes suitable for messy play

(Please ensure clothing is named)
	

	Spare clothes in a named bag


	

	Nappies, wipes etc. (if applicable) in a named bag


	

	Named water bottle
	

	Named lunchbox (if applicable)


	

	An outdoor coat


	

	Wellies
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