
H E D G E H O G S  
N E W S L E T T E R

Welcome back to  Nursery  and a very
happy New Year  to  you a l l !  

We hope you had a love ly  Chr is tmas
break .  Thank you so much for  a l l  the
k ind cards  and thoughtfu l  g i f ts .  I t  has
been so love ly  to  see the chi ldren again
and to  fee l  the Nursery  come back to
l i fe  wi th  the i r  smi les ,  chatter  and busy
play .

We have had a very  busy week learn ing
al l  about  Winter ,  Winter  animals  and
hibernat ion .  We ta lked lots  about  what
the weather  is  l i ke  now that  we are  in
Winter ,  what  the t rees  look  l i ke ,  whether
i t  fee ls  hot  or  co ld ,  what  act iv i t ies  we
can do in  Winter  and what  we might
wear  or  do to  keep warm.  

We then moved on to  learn ing about
h ibernat ion ,  what  i t  means and which
animals  h ibernate .  The chi ldren have
loved us ing natura l  resources a longside
Lego and Duplo  to  create  homes for
d i f ferent  animals .  They a lso  enjoyed
ro le-play ing together  as  the animals ,
ta lk ing about  what  they needed to
col lect  to  bui ld  the i r  homes for  the
Winter .  We d iscussed how di f ferent
animals  use d i f ferent  mater ia ls ,  such as
hedgehogs us ing leaves ,  mice us ing
grass  and bats  f ind ing caves or  dark
spaces to  h ide in .

F R I D A Y  1 6  J A N U A R YT H



Towards the end of  the week ,  the
chi ldren explored us ing c lay  to  make
thei r  own hedgehogs .  We ta lked lots

about  ro l l ing and squish ing the c lay  to
create the r ight  shapes ,  d iscussed the

di f ferent  features  that  hedgehogs have ,
and then used smal l  p ieces of  spaghett i

to  make the hedgehogs ’  sp ikes .

E X P L O R E ,  L E A R N  A N D
D I S C O V E R !

A  H E L P I N G  H A N D  F R O M  H O M E
As the chi ldren cont inue to  develop and
we move fur ther  on into  the year ,  we wi l l
be  making some changes to  our  Nursery

room and adding new act iv i t ies  and
areas to  our  prov is ion .  We are  p lanning

to int roduce a Mark  Making Stat ion ,
which wi l l  encourage chi ldren to  make

thei r  own marks  and help  o lder  ch i ldren
focus on the i r  penci l  gr ip  in  preparat ion

for  Recept ion .  We are  a lso  creat ing a
P laydough Stat ion and a F ine Motor
Stat ion ,  both des igned to  he lp  bui ld

st rength in  the chi ldren ’s  hands .  These
areas wi l l  be  avai lable  to  the chi ldren

throughout  the Nursery  day ,  g iv ing them
plenty  of  opportuni t ies  to  explore  and

pract ise  the i r  sk i l l s .

I f  you have any resources at  home that
you th ink  could  be used in  these new

areas and are  no longer  being used,  we
would love to  hear  f rom you!  I tems such

as wooden ro l lers ,  natura l  objects  for
pr int ing into  p laydough,  wooden t rays

or  bowls ,  wooden lac ing act iv i t ies ,
p laydough cutters ,  pens ,  penci ls ,

crayons ,  or  d i f ferent  types of  paper
would a l l  be  very  welcome and would

f ind a  happy home in  our  Nursery .



As the weather  cont inues to  stay cold
and wet ,  p lease could  we make sure

that  a l l  ch i ldren have a warm,
waterproof  coat  su i table  for  outdoor

play ,  wel l ie  boots ,  and waterproof
t rousers  and jackets  for  Forest  School .  

Hats ,  scarves  and g loves  are  a lso
real ly  he lpfu l  dur ing the colder  winter
weather .  We t ry  to  spend t ime outs ide
in  a l l  weathers  whenever  poss ib le ,  but
chi ldren may not  be able  to  take part

i f  they do not  have the correct
c loth ing to  keep them warm and dry .

We would a lso  l i ke  to  k indly  remind
fami l ies  that  ch i ldren ’s  water  bott les

should contain  water  on ly .  To  he lp
avoid  i tems gett ing lost  or  misplaced,

p lease could  toys ,  books ,  l ip  balms
and any other  personal  i tems be kept

at  home rather  than brought  into
Nursery .  Thank you for  your
understanding and support .

G E N T L E  R E M I N D E R

H A V E  A  L O V E L Y  W E E K E N D   
S O P H I E  A N D  T H E  T E A M  


