Year 3/ 4 compulsory word list sorted into learning categories

	Possible approach to learning
	Words from compulsory list
	Helpful guidelines

	Root word + prefix
	Accident, address, bicycle, disappear, increase, interest, important, remember, 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Although roots of accident and address no longer used, ac + cident and ad + dress helps to explain the double letters

	Root word + suffix
	Accidentally, actually, probably, occasion(ally), busy/business, complete, experiment, extreme, mention, position, question, possess(ion), possible, various, famous
	Possible – ible/able rule not included until year 5/6

Various, famous – ous not included until year 5/6

	Unstressed vowel sounds/syllables
	calendar, decide, describe, different, difficult, exercise, experience, forward(s), grammar, sentence, separate, medicine, particular, peculiar, ordinary, popular, pressure, probably, purpose, regular

	Vowel(s) you cannot reliably ‘hear’ in red

	Unusual GPC
	answer, build, breath, breathe, believe, caught, consider, continue, decide, early, earth, eight/eighth, weight, enough (Anglo Saxon: rough, tough), exercise, famous/various, island favourite, February, fruit, group, guard, guide, heard, heart, height, history,  imagine, learn, material, minute, naughty, notice, often, particular, perhaps (tends not to be pronounced in a way that matches spelling, even though GPC not unusual), potatoes, promise, purpose, quarter, recent, reign, special, straight, surprise, though/although thought, through, woman/women
	As sound cues will let the learner down, either use:

· Groups of words with the same grapheme/letter string (e.g. exercise, precise; group, soup)
· Overpronunciation (faymouse, Febrooarry, bel-eye-eve)
· Visual cues :
1. Look, (take a picture of the shape of the word in your head), 
2. Cover, (close your eyes and see it in your mind), 
3. Write (does it look right?) 
4. Check (if not right, just look again at the bit you got wrong.  How will you remember this bit?)

	Etymology/word root
	address, appear, arrive, bicycle, build, breath, believe, century, certain, circle, complete, consider, continue, centre, decide, describe, experience, knowledge experiment, extreme, guard, guide, length (long), strength (strong), library, medicine, natural, opposite, popular, pressure, suppose (with impose, oppose, position etc), therefore (before)

	Making word webs around the base or root word will help learners see that learning the base allows them access to the meaning and spelling of a range of related words.
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