Strategies for Spelling
Kinaesthetic Strategies

· Go for a walk – move as you say each letter of the word aloud.

· Write out the letters of each spelling on pieces of card, shuffle/muddle them, lay them around you and then put them back in order.

· Write each letter of a word onto a different piece of card/paper. Muddle up the letters and put them around the room. How quickly can you collect all the letters in order? Shout out each letter as you find it. Can you get quicker?

· Use card to write the spellings. Look at the cards and group together any that are similar. How many different ways of grouping the words can you find?

· With your group spell out the word using your bodies to make the letter shapes.

· Write the word in the air – say the letters out loud as you do it.

· Count the number of letters using your fingers. Check your written spelling against the number of fingers you are holding – have you got the right number of letters?

· Work with a partner, write the spelling on your partner’s back. Your partner has to guess the word (say it or write it)
· Spelling bingo – good to use with a rule e.g. making compound words, plural endings, prefixes/suffixes. The bingo card will contain the root words and the you will need cards/balls with the spelling rule bit on (possibly multiple copies)

· Make each letter of a word from plasticine/playdough.

· Throw/roll a beanbag/ball between 2 or 3 people. Spell each letter of the word as you throw/roll it to each other. Play it alone by bouncing/rolling a ball (against a wall). Each time it comes back say the next letter.

· Find each letter of the word in a newspaper/magazine. Cut them out and stick them down again in the right order.

· Change the words of a well known song to something to do with a spelling rule. Perform it with actions or in different ways e.g. clap along with it, whisper it, shout it, silly voice it…
Auditory Strategies
· With a partner read the words aloud, paying close attention to the way they sound. Try reading them in different ways e.g. quietly, shouting, silly voice, staccato, up and down…
· Say the word in chunks – listen to the different parts of the word.
· Say the words sounding out the silent letters too.
· Say the words in a peculiar way (as they are spelt) e.g. Wednesday – Wed-nes-day; Scissors – scissors (pronounce the c as a hard sound); Friend – fri-end (pronounce as fry-end).
· Write down the word and highlight the tricky part of the word. Say the letters of the word one at a time and when you get to the tricky part shout it out!

· Spell out the words using the names not the sounds of the letters.
· Make up a sentence mnemonic using each letter of the word to remember the spelling e.g. BECAUSE – Betty Eats Cakes And Uncle Simon’s Eggs
· Make up a mnemonic for the tricky part of the word e.g. SEPARATE – there’s ‘A RAT’ in separate; NECESSARY – one collar and 2 socks!
· Use musical instruments to add rhythm or sound to the word.
· Make up a rap about the word.
· Tape yourself spelling a word and play it back (talking tin).
· Sing the spelling.
· Throw/roll a beanbag/ball between 2 or 3 people. Spell each letter of the word as you throw/roll it to each other. Play it alone by bouncing/rolling a ball (against a wall). Each time it comes back say the next letter.

· Change the words of a well known song to something to do with a spelling rule. Perform it with actions or in different ways e.g. clap along with it, whisper it, shout it, silly voice it…
· Make lots of cards with instructions on them like rap it, shout it, whisper it, silly voice it (make about 5 of each). Work with a partner and take turns to read out one word. Each time turn a card over to see how it has to be said. Say each letter of the word in the correct style.

Visual Strategies
· Use a highlighter to highlight any hidden words in the main word.

· Colour in the word, use different colours and add pictures/symbols to each of the letters or syllables.

· Imagine the letters of the word in your mind and make them unusual in some way.

· Use different coloured post-its to chunk the word.

· Write out the word lots of times and look for any patterns. Make silent letters stand out using colour, symbols or pictures.

· Write the spellings in different colours and large letters – display them around the room at eye height.

· Design a poster for each of the spellings using pictures and lots of colour.

· Write mnemonics for each letter of a word or for the tricky bit – add symbols/illustrations which have some connection.

· Write down the word and look at the shape of it – draw lines around the word taking note of the ascenders and descenders e.g.    people     Is the shape correct. Take the word out and can you fit the correct spellings to the boxes?

· Put all of the spelling words in to a crossword. You could also write clues to help you with the definition of words.
                   f  r  i  e  n  d     l

                   a        x             o

               a  s  k     i      h     c

                   t         t  h  i  n  k

                                     t

· Write each spelling onto a post- it and place in prominent places around the classroom/house. Every time a word is seen read it, close eyes and try to see the word inside head. Try to spell the word without looking at it.

· Spelling bingo.

· Find each letter of the word in a newspaper/magazine. Cut them out and stick them down again in the right order.

