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The Foundation Stage

The Nursery and Reception classes provide the foundation for future learning. Children develop skills such as listening and speaking, concentration, resilience and co-operation. They develop gross and fine motor skills enabling them to record their learning in subsequent years. Development of communication, personal and social skills are given a high profile throughout these years.
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1. Aims of the Foundation Stage:

· To give each child a happy, positive and fun start to their school life in which they can establish solid foundations on which to expand and foster a deep love of learning;

· To offer each child a wide range of new and exciting experiences and give them the opportunity to consolidate, explore and test them out along with their own, individual experiences;

· To enable each child, through encouragement and high expectations, to develop socially, physically, intellectually and emotionally;

· To encourage children to develop independence within a loving, secure and friendly atmosphere;

· To support children in building relationships through the development of social skills such as cooperation and sharing.

1. Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) that applies from September 2025.

2. The Curriculum:

2.1 Areas of Learning

We follow the curriculum as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) document. There are three ‘prime’ areas of learning and four ‘specific’ areas of learning in the foundation stage curriculum.

Prime areas:

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

· Physical Development

· Communication and language

Specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the World

· Expressive arts and design

2.2 Characteristics of Effective Learning:

The EYFS also includes the Characteristics of Effective Learning. These highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play, explore and think critically about their world.

The three characteristics are:

· Playing and Exploring,

· Active Learning,

· Creating and Thinking Critically.

2.3 Phonics

At Oliver’s Battery Primary and Nursery School, we believe that all our children can become fluent readers and writers. This is why we teach reading through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme. We start teaching phonics in Nursery and follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through school.

Foundations for phonics in Nursery

· We provide a balance of child-led and adult-led experiences for all children that meet the curriculum expectations for ‘Communication and language’ and ‘Literacy’. These include: 

· sharing high-quality stories and poems 

· learning a range of nursery rhymes and action rhymes

· activities that develop focused listening and attention, including oral blending

· attention to high-quality language.

· We ensure Nursery children are well prepared to begin learning grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and blending in Reception.

Daily phonics lessons in Reception

· We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute lessons, with additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length lesson as quickly as possible. Each Friday, we review the week’s teaching to help children become fluent readers. 

· Children make a strong start in Reception: teaching begins in Week 2 of the Autumn term.

· We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of progress:
· Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and 3 GPCs, and words with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) with fluency and accuracy.

3. Teaching Strategies:

4.1 Child Initiated Learning:

Learning through play is an important part of our Early Years classrooms. We believe that children learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them. Using children’s interests as a starting point, we provide children with stimulating, active play experiences in which they can explore and develop their learning to help them make sense of the world. They have opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children as well as on their own. They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experience at their own level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interests and inspire those around them. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. We believe it is important that adults take an active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating and extending their play. Getting the balance right between child initiated play and adult led activities is very important to us.

4.2 Direct Teaching:

We include direct, carefully planned, adult led experiences for children in the form of structured adult led teaching and adult led group activities. These are particularly important in helping children to learn specific skills and knowledge and it is often through children’s play that we see how much of this learning children have understood and taken on.

4. Assessment and Progress:

Assessment is an essential part of the learning and development of children in the EYFS. It involves practitioners observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles, and to then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those observations.

4.1 Year R Assessment:

In the first half term, we conduct a national baseline assessment for each child to establish their starting point and to inform future planning. We record their experiences and attainment, and assess their development and learning needs throughout the year.

At the end of Reception the class teacher assesses each child against the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELG) and comments on whether their development within each ELG is either ‘emerging’, ‘expected’. We share this with parents and complete a summative assessment at the end of the year, which is shared with the county.

5.2 Nursery Assessment:

We assess the Nursery children using OP&L devised by the Barnet Early Years Alliance. 

Opal works on the basis of having six-monthly child developmental milestones, which we use to monitor children’s development. These milestones reflect what we believe a ‘typical’ child, should be able to achieve. When looking at the statements, we assess if the child has met the milestones and record a simple ‘yes’ or ‘not yet’. We know that not all children will have ‘typical’ development. Opal allows us to tell and celebrate each child’s story and focus on the support they need from us.

5.3 Progress check at age 2

The progress check at age two is a statutory assessment and involves writing a short summary of a child’s development in the three prime Areas of Learning and Development. It takes place when a child is between the ages of two and three. We complete the progress check at age two between the child’s second and third birthday. If the child has only recently joined the Nursery, we will wait until we have had the chance to get to know the child and they have settled in. The progress check is completed by the child’s key person, it will include contributions from parents/carers and from any other professionals who work with the child, such as childminders. 

5. Partnership with Parents

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between staff and parents and/or carers.

Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. The EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities.

Each child is assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate.

In the Nursery Parents meet with their child’s Key Person or the Nursery Class Teacher twice a year to discuss their OPAL reviews. In Year R Parents meeting are twice a year with the class teacher, the first being in the autumn term to discuss how the child has settled and then again in the spring term to discuss progress and achievements. 

In the summer term parents receive a written report to summarise the child’s achievements against the ELGs
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